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Cover Illustration: 

A modified image of the 12th Key (XII. Clavus ) woodcut in Basil Valentine's Ein kurtz summarischer Trac- 
tat, von dem grossen Stein der Uralten ('A short summary tract of the great stone of the ancients'), 1599. It 
shows an alchemist in his laboratory seaching for the legendary Lapis Philosophorum (philosopher's 
stone). The lion devouring a serpent represents the process of changing matter into something new and 
symbol under the window is the alchemical symbol for mercury. 



Opus Alchymicum 


Sonata for Oboe and Pianoforte 
by Clive Strutt 


Composer’s Notes 


The final movement Filius Macrocosmi existed as a stand-alone single movement under the title Rondo 
(for oboe and piano), written in 1961 when I was was a student of Lennox Berkeley at the Royal 
Academy of Music, London. It was the piece submitted for the first year examination in composition, 
and it received its first public performance at the Ealing Festival on 11th May 1962, at Ealing Town 
Hall, by Jillian Rock (oboe) with myself playing the piano part. An Irish premiere was on 25th Sep- 
tember 1991 in Belfast Harbour Office Building, as part of the Belfast Harbour Festival, with Derek 
Bell (oboe), and Elizabeth Bicker (piano). 

However, I had long wanted to extend the work by the addition of further movements to make a 
full-length sonata, and this I did in 2011. The alchemical connection is obvious from the titles of the 
movements. I should like to say that I share Gustav Holst's belief that it is worth studying any sub- 
ject which gives rise to ideas for new music. Structurally, the newly added movements 1-4 make 
use of thematic material found in the finale. 
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